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“This plan reflects Dublin’s commitment to sustainable
development principles, including the Doughnut
Economics model and the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). Through these
frameworks, we strive to ensure that economic growth
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is balanced with social equity and environmental
stewardship.”

1.5 Doughnut Economics

In September 2022, Dublin City Council voted to adopt
a motion to embed the Doughnut Economic Principles
within the Local Economic and Community Plan and to
not only focus on economic activity, but consider a
wider set of indicators, and interests. Based firmly
within the Circular Economy paradigm fully embedded
in EU and Irish social and economic policy, the motion
requires that DCC’s LECP moves beyond solely
outlining Dublin’s economic and community profile and
considers the wider context of urgent actions required
to respond to today’s climate emergency and the needs
for sustainable urban development and inclusive
growth. Cognisant of Circular Economy principles,
DCC’s LECP expands from a sustainable growth-based
framework to pursue the wellbeing and prosperity for all
people and the environment.

The Doughnut Economics model is based around two
rings. The first ring represents the social foundation
and the needs of all communities, while the second ring
represents the ecological ceiling and the perceived
planetary boundaries that protect life on Earth beyond
which are issues such as climate change, air pollution
and biodiversity loss. In between the two rings is the
safe space for both humanity and the environment. In
essence, the Doughnut Economic model is about
ensuring a balance that allows both humanity and the
environment to flourish.’

4.2 Themes from the Consultation




Theme: Community building and wellbeing

— the varied and diverse communities of Dublin
contribute greatly to the City, and every resident
should be supported to feel safe and included,
stay active, and be healthy

Like previous points, accessibility to key infrastructure,
transport links and services (including supports and
healthcare) was seen to be important for both new and
existing developments and neighbourhoods.
Conducting assessments of the social and health
impacts of new developments was also suggested by a
number of participants to assist in ensuring that new
developments don’t negatively impact community
health and wellbeing. This was seen to be aligned with
the discussion around Doughnut Economics, with
participants emphasising the need for wellbeing and the
community to be at the core of decision making

Theme: Sustainability and Environment -

Dublin City should be an innovative leader in the
promotion and protection of nature and biodiversity
and the reduction of the impacts of climate change
on the natural environment

The principles underpinning Doughnut
Economics were also evident during the
consultation with links be drawn between
efforts to increase biodiversity, improve
air quality, and reduce emissions, and
positively contributing to local ecosystems
and the natural environment. As such,
participants suggested that actions to
promote sustainability and enhance
Dublin’s environment should be aligned
with the Doughnut Economics framework
to produce a better planetary balance.
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Ireland has faced significant economic challenges, particularly
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing impacts of
Brexit. Issues such as rising inequality, housing shortages, and
environmental degradation highlight the need for a sustainable
economic model that prioritises social equity and environmental
stewardship.

Embracing Sustainable Practices
Ireland has shown a growing commitment to sustainability,
evident in policies targeting carbon neutrality and the




preservation of biodiversity. However, these initiatives need to
be integrated into a comprehensive economic model, such as
Doughnut Economics, that addresses both environmental and
social aspects cohesively.

Implementing Doughnut Economics in Ireland

To fully embrace Doughnut Economics, Ireland must redefine
success beyond Gross Domestic Product (GDP). Policymakers
can focus on measuring well-being, environmental health, and
social equity to create a more comprehensive understanding of
national progress. By utilising indicators that capture quality of
life, resource sustainability, and community cohesion, Ireland
can aim for holistic growth that aligns with the doughnut
framework.

Promoting Circular Economy Practices

Transitioning to a circular economy aligns perfectly with the
principles of Doughnut Economics. In a circular economy,
resources are reused, remanufactured, and recycled, reducing
waste and energy consumption. Ireland can encourage
businesses to adopt circular practices through grants, tax
incentives, and training programs, thus creating new jobs while
preserving the environment.

Supporting Local Communities

Empowering local communities is crucial to achieving the social
foundation outlined in Doughnut Economics. Ireland can invest
in community-led initiatives that foster social cohesion and
economic resilience, such as local food systems, cooperatives,
and social enterprises. By prioritising community needs and
ensuring that wealth circulates within local economies, Ireland
can enhance the well-being of its citizens.

Green Jobs and Sustainable Industries

Transitioning to a sustainable economy presents an opportunity
to create green jobs and promote industries that align with
Doughnut Economics. By investing in renewable energy,
sustainable agriculture, and eco-friendly manufacturing, Ireland
can bolster its economy while reducing its carbon footprint.
Programs that provide training and reskilling opportunities will
ensure that the workforce is equipped to thrive in these
emerging sectors.

Policy Recommendations

For Doughnut Economics to take root in Ireland, it must be
integrated into national policies at all levels of government. This
involves creating comprehensive strategies that align
economic, social, and environmental goals. The government
must engage with diverse stakeholders, including businesses,
non-profits, and citizens, to collaboratively design policies that
reflect the values of Doughnut Economics.

Education and Awareness




Raising awareness about Doughnut Economics is essential for
garnering public support. Educational initiatives that showcase
its principles can empower citizens to advocate for sustainable
practices and policies. Incorporating environmental education
into school curricula can also foster a generation of individuals
who prioritise sustainability and social equity.

Measuring Progress

As Ireland adopts the principles of Doughnut Economics, it is
essential to develop robust metrics for measuring progress. By
tracking a range of indicators that encompass social and
environmental dimensions, policymakers can assess the
effectiveness of their initiatives and make informed decisions
based on data.

Conclusion

Doughnut Economics presents a promising pathway for Ireland
to transition towards a sustainable and equitable economy. By
redefining success, embracing circular economy practices,
empowering local communities, and promoting green jobs,
Ireland can align its economic activities with the well-being of
its citizens and the planet.

As we move forward, it is crucial to engage in open dialogue
and collective action to embed Doughnut Economics into the
fabric of Irish society. Together, we can create a prosperous
future that not only meets the needs of the present but also
safeguards the world for generations to come.

FRSCERIE

ERZNFHIMBLETE | THEERNTER
EEXR , EESBETSHNMSATEFOERBERINE
BARK , MERHELFRANSEHAaLNE, TRl
HEZLBIFRBAA R |, FHEHBLZFE (Doughnut
Economics ) #EE L AR , ERITERHIKEA ST
SPTFNEFRARE T TEMEL, ASFIRITEHEHE
ZFZNEMNIMFES REZEHNA , AERZMETH
FESSHIBLZ TR B,

What is Doughnut Economics? {4 R EHEHEEFZE ?
HEZFERING SABRBWHHBLZ S , BT —
EIHE B EZRENB I THEFIRN, ZREHENEOE
M AERKRMESEM  BRENATERREELSS
K SMEMRRES LR , BERIMERNL , Bl LR EE
REIX — 5 PR,

The Need for a New Economic Paradigm &7 B S EM:
[ERZFAEB AT RIE K Azl , FEZATIMERAS
#HERER, HHBELFENET TX—UN , HEUET
BAIMEZFY Kz £, DREMKOESEBERITE—D
BEEHMEERNHS,



https://www.allirelandsustainability.com/sustainability-training/

The Irish Context: Current Economic Challenges 2/R=%=% :

ST HbAR
E/R=ZHIRETIREFHE , THEETERZRIEURE
ERRERFERIFFEEZMZ T, ANEFMRE. EREER, K
BERAEFNALEHER=EZME Mo HEMEFTE
o, B SN EFFELIPE TR AL,

Embracing Sustainable Practices ] #5454 RSt
ERZERNENTHELRHZRENMNRD , X—R&
IMAEE AR E Z M RIP D BIRERS, A
m, XLEXEFERESE —M2EEFEAF | b
"“HEHELZFRZE , URMIMESHEER , SSRMELR —1Y
%R,

Implementing Doughnut Economics in Ireland £ B /R = #E{TRHEH

BEFE
ELHARMMELZE | BIREWIIGINAIE X8l
ERE~=E1E (GDP) , BERHIEETTUNETEHER
A, IMBRERMASAT , NTMEEIERE R L RiH
12, B RAEBARINEERE, RIReTIFEMEMALKE
RNOWER , B/REFJUBAEFNSHBERNSEEK
B RiE#H,

Promoting Circular Economy Practices #2777 5-
OEREF R SHHBZ T ENESSERS, TEER
ZFEAT , BESWESFA. BHEIEFE , AR
WIRBRSEIRER. ER=FIETREANE. HRIKML
BEERUMZINDE |, SR RABEMRETTIRN | X
BEEECISFTIAM A KNG , XEERIPESINE,

Supporting Local Communities 3z#5=iitht X

JEEE S X W F LM E L F 2R MANHSEMEXRE
B, BERZFUKRBZTHHAXESIERE , MEARSERND
MEFEE , flUAhERAER, SELNTSEL, BER
KRERAXEKRKHBERMEEARMEZTNIEISN , B/R=GEBR
2 ERItE4L,

Green Jobs and Sustainable Industries £ il 5 a4 =
O e SR AEIEZEMU KA, ENFSEHEHE
ZFFESHFLLRREM TG, BRI BERE
R AIRERWFANIMREGENW , B2/IR=REERIRETT |
XgeR ik, REFIFBEREZININSNIE | 5%
MWRFNNAKEESZSERXEFHITUHZEINLRRIGES,

Policy Recommendations E{5E&iY
FBiIHHEZFTEEE R MER |, SN IR ERIAZ
REZRBANERBERF. IEEHELEAVKE , £
255, HEMMEERARE -, BFeASsEL, FE
MABA[MRREFS LN ZERARASHE , HERITEENS
R EHEHE 25T FE N EMRIEER,

Education and Awareness & 5iA40
REARMNEHHBELZSFEZMNANMN FRELARZHERE
B, HEENRTHREMNE®BILARBENESIHER
SCEFIER, BIMEREMAEZRIFEHEERH—IE



https://www.allirelandsustainability.com/sustainability-training/

Xk

METHFEHN R AFHINA,

Measuring Progress iR &=
fEEE/R=RAMHMHBELFTZMNEN , SIEGHSHENTE]
FENREXEE, BUERRASHSMIMNELEEN—RT
BiR , BURBIE BB TG ERENBNYE , HETHRIE

S HBRES BYIR SR,
J RABUTATIEX . VIZOXER oiBiXEt oZBAEN
aEE : vVie ofF off
3
Creating a Flourishing Irish Society: Wellbeing, Sustainability &
XErEE Doughnut Economics
YE&INH An Taisce
KRR MEEN
https://www.antaisce.org/news/creating-a-flourishing-irish-
TR society-wellbeing-sustainability-doughnut-economics
b 210 5" September, 2024
s RT (EHEHEBZTE) BHEHESEIF- DABIEEFEEHEE,
Mt LRI T B RS A  AR ES R
=874 Can we adopt the principals of Doughnut Economics?¥ {188

RAHHEZFFEEN ?

The central theme of the event revolved around the possibility
of Ireland creating a society where people’s essential needs are
met within the planet’s environmental limits.

Dr Holohan set out in his opening remarks the importance of
getting the balance between wellbeing and economic systems
right.

“Challenges facing society will require leadership and
innovative approaches that are interdisciplinary, collaborative
and focused on the common good. One Health is one such
example. It is based on a fundamental recognition of the
interconnectedness of human, animal and environmental
health. Health and wellbeing are essential assets for happiness,
fulfilment for personal growth as well as vital natural resources
for sustainable economic and social functioning for

individuals — and for society as a whole. The economy exists
to serve our wellbeing and not the other way around.

The event featured keynote speaker Kate Raworth, the creator
of Doughnut Economics, whose innovative model seeks to
reframe traditional economic priorities. Her approach
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challenges the conventional focus on GDP and continuous
growth.

In her talk, she shared how she came to develop the concept of
Doughnut Economics as a counterpoint to how economic
systems are traditionally understood. “Here’s the market, the
metric of concern is price and anything that falls outside of that
we call an ‘externality’. So every economist is taught to talk
about environmental breakdown as, ‘that’s an environmental
externality’. To me this was the first reason that | thought there
was no way we could do justice to the living world — and the
extraordinary damage we’re doing to her — if we go around

"

calling it, ‘an externality’.

She went on to explain, “the economy is a social construct. We
invent our economy. The good news is that we can reinvent it.
Our societies are part of the living world. Our economies need
to be aligned with how this planet works. Those are the only
laws that we need to be following.”

“The economy needs to move from degenerative to
regenerative. To create a more circular system that reuses and
repair in industry, agriculture, transport and energy ... in how
we use all materials.”

“We’ve also inherited ‘divisive economies’. The rise of
resources in the hands of the few. Globally, the amount of
billionaires has more than doubled ... Society can’t thrive in the
doughnut with the scale of inequality that exists today in the
world. It’s not feasible.

“We need to move from a divisive economic design to a
distributive one, where resources are shared far more equitably
with everybody who co-creates them.
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